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Press release | News WASHINGTON — In a unanimous ruling, the Washington
Supreme Court today struck down the state’s ban on same-sex marriage and
declared that all Washington residents must be granted marriage licenses
regardless of sexual orientation. “Today’s decision is a victory for every
Washingtonian who believes marriage is a basic right for every person,” said
Edie Dougherty, Senior Staff Attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union
of Washington. “It is a historic decision that will serve as a beacon for justice in
our state for generations to come. This ruling ensures that every Washingtonian,
regardless of sexual orientation, will have the right to marry the person they
love.” The Supreme Court concluded that the state’s ban on same-sex marriage
is unconstitutional because it violates the state constitution and federal
guarantees of equal protection and due process. “This is an enormous step
forward for equality in the State of Washington,” said Alex J. Luchenitser, Staff
Attorney with the ACLU of Washington. “The Court recognized that the state
may not deprive its citizens of fundamental rights, like marriage, just because it
disagrees with their beliefs.” The state’s ban on same-sex marriage was enacted
in 2004 as a reaction to a U.S. Supreme Court decision that declared a previous
constitutional amendment unconstitutional. In 2008, the Washington Supreme
Court rejected the ban on the basis of equal protection and due process, but the
state legislature quickly redrafted a statute that again restricted marriage to
heterosexual couples. In three separate decisions issued in March of 2010, the
state Supreme Court once again rejected the ban, declaring that it violated the
Washington Constitution’s guarantee of equal protection and due process.
Luchenitser said the state’s ban on same-sex marriage had been widely viewed
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as unconstitutional by both the Washington State Supreme Court and the U.S.
Supreme Court. The American Civil Liberties Union and the ACLU of
Washington have aggressively litigated challenges to the state’s ban, arguing that
it is unconstitutional because it violates the fundamental rights of gay and
lesbian citizens, particularly their right to marry the person of their choice. The
ACLU also has challenged the state�
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systems, the wireless communication equipment must cooperate with a plurality of very different antennas in order to perform
transmission and reception. These antennas may be distributed in the communications area, wherein each antenna may have
different characteristics. The antennas may be arranged in a fixed manner, such as using a fixed orientation or positioning of the
antennas, which may be visible from the wireless communication equipment. Alternatively, the antennas may be arranged in a
rapidly adjustable manner such that the orientation and/or positioning of the antennas may continuously change over time.
When allocating communication resources, wireless communication equipment using such antennas must provide appropriate
antenna selection methods. FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a conventional wireless communication system 100. Referring to
FIG. 1, wireless communication system 100 may include a mobile station (MS) 110, base station controller (BSC) 120 and base
station (BS) 130. Base station controller 120 may be coupled to mobile station 110, base station 130 and any other system
elements for providing communication services to mobile station 110. Mobile station 110 may be configured to communicate
with base station 130, and other communication networks via base station 130. In addition, base station 130 may communicate
with mobile station 110, and other communication networks via mobile station 110. In this example, base station 130 may
include an antenna array. In a conventional wireless communication system, antenna array 140 may be selected in order to
receive data sent to or transmitted from mobile station 110. Further, information about which antenna 140 is to be selected may
be transmitted using control data. Thus, mobile station 110 may decode a control data stream transmitted from base station
controller 120 using receiver technology and select one antenna 140 to receive or transmit data based on the decoding operation.
Mobile station 110 may encode the control data stream using transmitter technology before transmitting the encoded control
data stream to base station 130. In addition to the control information being transmitted through control data, data from or to
mobile station 110 may also be transmitted using control data. This is particularly the case when a limited amount of control
data is available for transmission. As a result, control data may be efficiently used to convey data to and from mobile station
110. In this conventional wireless communication system, many different antennas may be used. However, only one antenna
may be used at any given time. Hence, a plurality of antennas may receive the same information, wherein the antennas may be
selected in a multiple antenna selection scheme. For example, an 3e33713323
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